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FlyAway Dates


Over the next 3 months there 
are many Section events; so, 
why not make a special effort 
to catch up with your old 
friends, make new friends and 
join in the next IFFR adventure. 


Apr 10/ 13th  =>New Zealand


Apr 6th => Benelux Spring


May 7/10th => GermanAustria


May 29/ 31st => Benelux 


Jun 13/18th => RI Conv Taipei


Jun18/26th => Hong Kong  &  
Mongolia FlyAway


For all our IFFR planned events 
please click on: 


https://www.iffr.org/events/


RI Convention 2026


In June ’26, the 2026 Rotary 
International Convention will 
take place in Taipei with your 
team manning the IFFR Stand. 
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MARCH 2026 NEWSLETTER
Pictorial - One Man, Many Planes 


Following a suggestion from one of our members, we share this 
brief story on another IFFR member’s life and times.  The third 
in this series highlighting members, their flying machines and 
activities.  Past IFFR World President Dr. Michael Graves 
enthusiastically embraced the moment when asked to provide 
his story, together with a few pix of his aircraft and experiences  
. … thank you Michael. 


“Fellowship” provides the spark to ignite the fire of Friendship 
among members across the globe, which is kept alive only by 
each of us sharing the fun of flying during our many Flyaways.


An over-riding thought moving forward is; we really need 
to attract new members from our communities, folks just 
like you and like Michael who are clearly passionate about 
aviation, or simply just the love of planes!! 


So for now, it’s over and out from me.  “Onwards & Upwards 
Always”,  Mike


https://www.iffr.org/events/
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A Man & His Planes


South African 21 M 63:1 
glide ratio monster racing 
glider, imported now for 
Uvalde World Glider 
championship 2013 
where I loaned it to Brad 
Edwards the Australian 
national champion, to fly 
in the worlds.

This ship I flew, usually 
at 18 meter span,  of 
water ballast for many 
joyful	years.	


PWP Dr. Michael Graves has penned a brief article on 
himself, and complied a pictorial of his aircraft over time, offering a few words 
on some of his favourites which I am sure you will enjoy.


In December of 1979 at Green Castle Aviation I soloed in a Cessna 152 on a 
narrow gravel runway surrounded by Iowa corn. On 27April 1980, l  became 
a private pilot and bought a Cessna 150 soon after.  I flew it, the subsequent 
C-172 and C-182 five hundred hours a year.  My travels covered the western 
US and much of Mexico.  Surgical training concluded in June of 1982; after 
three operations in Iowa City, I bounded westward for fuel in Salina and 
landing in Las Vegas & New Mexico, putting the front wheel on the bicycle 
and pedalling eight miles to my wife and 6 month old firstborn.


Two-	weeks	at	Caprock	Soaring	Club	of	which	I	served	as	President	for	16	years
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The several New Mexico years included a weekly commute to Raton on the Colorado 
border as the only urologist in the entire northeastern corner of the state.  My move to 
Plainview Texas with my one- and three- year old daughters brought me to a practice that 
did not demand aircraft commutes, but the lure of New Mexico’s mountains remained.  

Soon with a family of five, we would rise at 6 am, fly to Taos, breakfast and ski all day, and 
be home in Texas by 9pm.

The Cessna 182 was joined by a Bellanca Super Viking in 1987…..I waited another year to 
sell the 182 as I did not know which aircraft I would like better.  Soon I began shopping for 
six seats and found a run-out 600 model Aerostar.  This allowed non-stop jumps to LA to 
visit my father, and spontaneous leaps to Orlando for long DisneyWorld weekends.I joined 
IFFR that year and found those pilots inspiring.  





We flew to Barrow Alaska a year after getting the twin, and to Guayaquil  Ecuador five 
month later.  The north Atlantic crossing to Lyon France came in 1993, and the solo 
crossing of the bigger pond to Australia and New Zealand in 2003.  In 2004 I soloed a 
glider in Moriarty, New Mexico.  Six months later I tacked on the private pilot glider rating 
and acquired  a ship….a gorgeous Discus A.  Two months later I used that Discus to set 
my first Texas state distance record.  A touring motor-glider, the Super Ximango, was 
added in 1989—it allowed me to share the sport with others without needing an aero-tow.


  


Landing	my	Discus	A	2006	

My	newest	20	meter,	two	place	Self-Launch	ASG32Mi

Lives	in	my	fancy	hangar-home	in	Moriarty
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I served 16 years as president of Caprock Soaring club, towed hundreds of gliders into the sky, 
and added commercial and flight instructor glider ratings.  A new open-class JS 1C was 
imported for big cross-country adventures in 2013.  The flexibility of self -launch motivated the 
addition of a German factory-new ASH31Mi five years ago, and the race-ready ASG32Mi last 
year to give high-performance rides for fun and profit.  I maintain a couple of hangar-homes at 
Moriarty Airport so I may save the drive to Santa Fe after cross-country flights of 7 to 9 hours 
duration.  


I keep the Aerostar for personal transportation but just flying patterns with students in a glider 
is more challenging than watching an autopilot direct an intercontinental flight.


I regret that I did not start my ten thousand hours aloft in gliders, but am grateful I get to play 
seriously with them now.


I	did	land	this	Gazelle	
military	jet	helicopter	
only	yesterday,	it	now	
lives	in	my	hangar-	
home	in	Moriarty.


A	generous	heart	
surgeon	friend	insists	
that	I	fly	it	regularly	!!

Ted Smith Aerostar 600 model, 4,500 Hours on this old bird
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Pictorial - One Man, Many Planes 
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A touring motor-glider, the Super Ximango

Sunset…feathered prop in Ximango…
Texas hill-country

Prop up for self 
launch ASH31Mi

Jonkers JS 1 C


Longest	flight	9	hours	engine-off,	many	1000km	flights,	#5	of	1000	plus	pilots	on	online	contest	in	North	
America	for	top	6	distance	flights	2023
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