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    Reflections on Palm Springs Fly-In 2026

It’s said, variety is the spice of life, but focussing on one topic is good also, so here goes!!


As previously mentioned in a recent article, one of the great privileges of serving as World 
President of the International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians is the stream of  invitations 
received from across the globe for us to participate in the flying and social activities of our 
Sections. 


These occasions offer far more than aviation alone; they form the fabric off IFFR, they provide 
opportunities for fellowship, shared experiences, good humour with lots of fun and the 
building of lasting friendships which stretch comfortably across borders and cultures. 


On our recent visit to Palm Springs this month for the SW Americas Fly-In, was an example of 
this spirit of friendship in action. Sali and I experienced firsthand the many benefits of being 
active members of IFFR, on a most memorable visit from Melbourne to Palm Springs via Los 
Angeles. The Fly-In provided us with a fun weekend full of great fellowship and the warmth of 
our IFFR friendships developed over time was unmistakable.
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Los Angeles to Palm Springs 


Our flight was met by Past World President Peter More who 
had thoughtfully booked our overnight stay and activities 
including a visit to Santa Monica Airport dropping in on Kim 
Davidson, Peter’s former maintenance group for many years, 
plus a visit to the local Cirrus distributor in that part of the 
world.  I must confess I’d never before seen so many Cirri 
lined up on an apron impatiently begging for someone to take 
then for fly skyward!!  


A stroll along Santa Monica’s famous pier, a relaxed lunch at 
Shirley’s Tennis Club, followed by freshening up at our hotel 
then whisked off to a lovely dinner at a fine Italian restaurant 
“il Pastaio” in Beverley Hills for a delicious taste of authentic 
Sicilian style cooking.  As always, it was the company and 
conversation that made the evening memorable.


An after breakfast pick-up after at 10:00am saw us cruising on 
“autopilot” with Peter and Shirley in his Tesla down to Palm 
Desert for a French inspired lunch, then onto La Quinta 
staying at the Residence Inn by Marriott, our home-base for 
the next three days of desert camaraderie.


The Fly-In provided us with a fun weekend full of fabulous 
fellowship organised by La Quinta locals, Steve Elefant and 
Cynthia Adams with help and guidance from SW America 
Vice President, Penelope Cornwall.  Their attention to detail, 
relaxed hospitality, and genuine warmth set the tone for what 
became a wonderfully balanced weekend of activity and 
informality; so, well done team South West Americas for a 
fantastic desert experience of “Sand and Sun”.


La Quita & Palm Springs


On arrival Friday afternoon and setting in to the hotel it wasn’t 
long and we were into it; quickly flowing into the first of several 
happy hours beginning at the Jackalope Ranch for a convivial 
drink or two flowing, followed by shared plates of food as 
appetisers, a main if required and dessert shared by the few in 

need of sweetening up. The tone was set; this would be a 
weekend of enjoyment, connection and unhurried fellowship.


Saturday morning was spent exploring the past and present 
downtown areas of Palm Springs in four unmissable Red Jeeps 
in convoy.  Touring mid-century to contemporary architecture 
and homes. The blend of design, landscape and history was 
striking.  We then stepped back in time thousands of years to 
learn about the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians who 
lived there over 2,000 years ago.  
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FlyAways Reminder


Over the next 4 months there 
are a number of  flyAways; 
please  make an effort to 
catchup with your old friends, 
by joining in your next IFFR 
adventure.


April 6th => Benelux (“Spring”)


April 10/13th => New Zealand


May 7/10th =>German-Austria


May18/22nd=> United Kingdom


May 29/131st => Benelux


June 13/18th => RI Conv Taipei


June 18/ 27th =>Asian FlyAway 


For all our IFFR planned 
events please click on: 

https://www.iffr.org/events/


Some folk ventured off for an intrepid mountain hike, while the 
others enjoyed the serenity of the desert palms and a mountain 
stream, learning about the remarkable lifecycle of the palms that 
thrive in this arid landscape.  


    
Saturday evening celebrations took place in Steve & Cynthia’s 
Hangar at Thermal Airport, catered by local high-end Mexican 
Taco Truck with all the trimmings adding a touch of flair.  It just 
happened to be Valentine’s Day, so a festive atmosphere 
complete with red roses for the ladies. Dessert was a generously 
sized “healthy” birthday cake to celebrate Dirk’s upcoming 
birthday on the Monday.   Also, a big, Big, BIG Congrats to 
Venessa Helder on passing her Private Pilot flight test on 
Friday13th February, well done Vanessa :-) 


A special rare photo-opportunity captured five Past World 
Presidents; Sam Bishop, Peter More, Michael Greaves, Svend 
Andersen, George Chaffey; the current World President (your’s 
truly) and the incoming World President, Al Clayton.  


https://www.iffr.org/events/
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The First Ladies, as always, were in fine form and we have a photo of them attempting the Can-can to 
prove it!!


                 


As if choreographed for the occasion, not to be out done, Elon Musk’s SpaceX  Satellite launched 
from Vandenberg Space Force Base lit up the night sky. A collective awe was present as the rocket 
traced its path across the desert night sky as we watched in stunned silence. 


Sunday provided a change of pace as we trekked to the General Patton Museum to see an extensive 
and sobering array of tanks, other military vehicles plus a collection of war memorabilia with time to 
explore at our leisure.  Apparently, over 50,000 troops were trained here in the desert in realistic 
preparation for the North Africa campaign during WW2.


Later, Sali and I joined Al & Beth Clayton on a scenic 
drive to the famous Joshua Tree National Park, in search 
of the iconic “Joshua Tree”; however, after visiting the 
information centre we wisely decided a relaxed lunch at 
a craft Brewery was in order, sampling the local malted 
brew.  


That evening, fellowship continued over dinner at the 
Stuft Pizza restaurant with local La Quinta Rotarians 
and friends. Cynthia was warmly welcomed into the 
ranks of IFFR membership, pinned by Penelope with 
Mike assisting; always a special moment. Throughout 

the weekend informality prevailed.
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Brief, succinct remarks were made by Al and Mike expressing our 
gratitude and heartfelt thanks to our hosts; also, honouring the past 
presidents present, signified by the Chain of Office worn by Mike, plus 
presenting a Presidential banner and the gift set to those on their first 
Fly-In.There was a real sense of belonging, the camaraderie of  friends 
sharing the fellowship, fun, and activities; one truly wonders why there 
isn’t a queue forming for every Fly-In or FlyAway?


On Monday, President’s Day, after an early start driving back to Los 
Angeles with Dirk Klüppelberg at the wheel of Penelope’s Porsche, 
under “strict” navigational instructions from Penelope, we arrive safely 
in downtown LA just as it started to rain from the very large 
overhanging clouds.  Then the heavens opened up, torrential rain 
pouring down for a couple of hours, setting off  the Flood Alerts 
flashing across our screens on three international phones.  Quite a 
contrast to the desert sun we had enjoyed only two hours before.  


As it was Dirk’s semi-big birthday on Monday 16th February, we did a 
spin around the local sights and enjoyed a celebratory drink at the 
Biltmore Hotel followed by dinner at the Los Angeles Athletics Club.  


From the moment we returned to LA until our departure for Melbourne 
(Sali and Mike), and Dirk heading for Cologne via London and 
Dusseldorf, Penelope along with “Blue” her Great Dane made us feel 
very welcome,  extending exceptional hospitality, with comfortable 
accommodation, tasty meals, local California wines, and importantly a 
very comfy bed to sleep, making us feel entirely at home. Attending 
fly-ins like the Palm Springs event remind us what IFFR is really about.  
A shared love of flying, yes—but just as importantly, the friendships 
that grow around it.  Fellowship, after all, is simply people with a 
common passion taking the time to come together, whether over a 
meal, a flight, or a good story—often in different, sometimes 
unexpected places, and always worth the journey. These gatherings are 
never accidental, they are internal acts of connection.


In the end, this trip was made possible only by being actively 
involved in our wonderful fellowship, “IFFR”.  A gathering of like-
minded people across cultures and continents sharing that precious 
commodity “time” together. So, once again I say….“Onwards & 
Upwards Always”,  Mike
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