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DECEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER

IT’S CHRISTMAS  TIME

AROUND THE GLOBE

 


Wishing You A Merry 
Christmas


• Feliz Navidad !


• Joyeux Noel !


• Frohe Weihnachten !


• Buon Natale !


• Feliz Natal !


• Craciun Fericit !


• Veseloho Rizdva !


• God Jul !


• Gaedelig Jul !


• Hyvaa Joulua !


• Gleoileg Jol !


• Wesolych Swiqt !


• Vrolijk Kerstfeest !


• Sretan Bozic !


• Vesele Vance !


• Shengdan die Kuaile !


• Merikurisumasu !

Greetings	Flying	Rotarians	and	Friends,


As Christmas approaches and another year draws to a 
close, we pause to reflect with gratitude on all that unites us 
across many borders, cultures, and skies.


For many, Christmas is a sacred season in the Christian 
tradition; a time of celebration and centring on the timeless 
values of peace, humility, compassion, and love for one 
another.  These values resonate deeply with Rotary’s own 
guiding principle of “Service Above Self”, reminding us that true 
leadership is expressed through service, generosity, and care 
for our fellow human beings.


For all of us, regardless of faith tradition, this season also 
offers a universal invitation to: slow down, reconnect with 
family and friends, appreciate the privilege of our fellowship. As 
Flying Rotarians, we share a unique bond; one forged by 
aviation, curiosity, trust, and a shared commitment to making a 
real difference, leaving the world a little better than we found it.


Throughout the year, we have demonstrated how fellowship 
can transcend geography, how skill and passion can be 
harnessed for service, and how friendship can flourish even 
from afar. These are achievements worth celebrating.


As we look ahead to the coming year, may we continue to fly 
safely, serve generously, and lead with integrity. May this  
Christmas season bring you peace, renewed purpose, and the 
quiet confidence that our collective efforts, both large and 
small, truly matter.


On behalf of your IFFR team, I extend warm Christmas 
Greetings to you and your loved ones. May this season bring 
joy to your homes, clarity to your hearts, and goodwill to all.


“Onwards & Upwards Always”,  Mike
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FlyAway Dates


Over the next 6 months there are 
many Section events; so, why not 
make a special effort to catch up 
with your old friends, make new 
friends and join in the next IFFR 
adventure.


Feb 13/ 16th => Americas SW 


Apr 10/ 13th  =>New Zealand


Apr 6th => Benelux Spring


May 7/10th => GermanAustria


May 29/ 31st => Benelux 


Jun 13/18th => RI Conv Taipei


For all our IFFR planned events 
please click on: 

https://www.iffr.org/events/


RI Convention 2026


In June ’26, the 2026 Rotary 
International Convention will take 
place in Taipei with your team 
manning the IFFR Stand. in the 
House of Friendship. 


But there’s more, the Hong Kong 
& Mongolia flyAways!!


 


It’s been a busy December 2025 so far and the main game 
hasn’t even started in the McFarlane household with the 
countdown to Christmas Day only 4 sleeps away; much still to 
do to fill Santa’s sleigh for the good girls and boys in the clan.

 

Last week was another one of the many highlights Sali and I 
have experienced whilst being your President. Firstly, we were 
very kindly hosted by George Ritchie & Caroline, making us 
feel right at home at their beautiful property in Letchworth 
Garden City; and secondly, we also had the pleasure of 
attending the UK IFFR Christmas Dinner at the RAF Club in 
Piccadilly, London; right in the heart of Mayfair for you 
Monopoly aficionados.


Hosted by Sqn Ldr John Davey (Retired) and Diana, ably 
assisted by George Ritchie and Michael Cromati, it was a huge 
success once again.


There were some 70 members and friends from near and far 
attending the fabulous luncheon with lots of fine food, ample 
refreshments, fun, frivolity, and fellowship plus a great talk by 
Andy Patsalides on Biggin Hill Airport which still has some 15 
Spitfires flying out of there as well as many Corporate Jets. 


[Spitfire photo at Duxford]


https://www.iffr.org/events/
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The afternoon finished with PWP George Ritchie presenting PWP James Alexander 
the UK “Flyer of the Year Award” an impressive, if not different Trophy, then retiring to 
the bar in the basement for a quick drink before folk trekked home or kicked on :-)


Mentioning George Ritchie leads me to throw in a pix of us flying in G-IFFR out of Duxford 
on a gloriously sunny Wednesday enjoying a quick flight to Old Buckingham for lunch.  On 
the Saturday we returned to visit the Imperial War Museum at Duxford to see the vast array 
of aircraft across many generations, but more on this another time.


One of the highlights of being your President is the joy meeting members from around the 
globe and sharing their life story plus Rotary and IFFR, so here is the last for 2025 on the 
“Life of João”.


Introducing João Filipe Figueiredo......I had the pleasure of meeting João during my 
stay in Düsseldorf, when I took part in the Fly-In organised by the Germany-Austria Section 
in May this year. In accordance with the highest military principles, according to him, João 
insisted on formally introducing himself to his “World President” after assuming the 
Presidency of the Portuguese section in March 2025.  


After exchanging a few emails, João honoured his wish and introduced himself to me (this 
time in person) at what was his first Fly-In.  Although he was only with us for a few hours 
because he was working; yes, he is one of those fortunate individuals who has turned his 
passion into his job as a commercial pilot, it was wonderful to have had the opportunity to 
meet and talk to João in person. Accordingly, here is a brief story on the “Life of João”.


              

João was born in Lisbon in May 1979.  At the age of 10 he entered a military boarding 
school and, even without knowing anyone or having any family members in the sector, his 
desire to become a pilot was very strong. When he finished secondary school, he applied 
to the Portuguese Air Force Academy because, as is often the case, his parents did not 
have the “time” for him to complete the pilot training course. However, this was not meant 
to be, and João ended up continuing his studies at the Portuguese Military Academy.
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But João is a fighter and couldn't give up on his childhood dream. After a 14-year career as 
an officer in the Portuguese Gendarmerie, he took out a bank loan and decided to go ahead 
with his aeronautical training. It was three very intense and demanding years.  No holidays, 
breaks or days off. All his free time was taken up (we all know how it is, don´t we?). So much 
that even a relationship with more than four years couldn't survive. It wasn't easy to work, 
study and prepare for flights all at the same time. But João succeeded. Today, he flies for the 
largest Portuguese airline and is very proud of his professional career. However, as in most 
cases, this only happened after a great personal and financial investment in “hour building” 
as a private pilot. In João´s case, it took more than two years of great perseverance and 
more than 600 hours as, for example, a skydiving pilot.


			 			 


However, the part of his life story that I like the most is how he got involved with Rotary 
International. João wanted to help others through aviation. And that's how it all started. After 
contacting his predecessor and being admitted to the Rotary Club of Lisbon-Benfica, he was 
admitted to the IFFR. He continues to believe that it is possible to help others through 
aviation. But until that happens, he remains a very active member of his club. For example, 
he helps distribute meals to elderly people at a day centre/nursing home every week. And, as 
he was keen to tell me: There is no doubt that it was the IFFR that brought him closer to 
Rotary, but today, the IFFR is just one of the many reasons why he remains in Rotary.


			 			 


It is possibly true that the Portuguese section has been less active in recent years. The main 
challenges for it have been clearly identified previously on more than one occasion, in fact it’s 
across IFFR generally, as the challenges do not only affect this small group of aviators at one 
end of Europe. But João has done an extraordinary job trying to reverse this trend. 
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To summarise, let us look at some of the main activities in which our Portuguese colleagues 
have been involved this year:

 


* 	Participation, together with the Rotary Club of Castelo Branco, in one of the largest 
national airshows – Beiras Airshow – with the aim of raising funds for a charitable 
institution whose main activity is to take in disadvantaged children and young people;


* 	Establishment of a program, together with two other Rotary clubs and a Portuguese 
aviation school, Lusofly Academy, of first flights for young people from complex social 
backgrounds;


*  Organisation, in coordination with six other national Rotary clubs of the visit and stay 
of fellow Rotarians Peter Teahen and Ed Galkin in Portugal, as part of “Circle the 
Atlantic - Flight to End Polio”.


					 


And, from what I can gather, 2026 is going to be just as interesting and fulfilling. So, let's wait 
and see what news our Portuguese fellows have to share with us over the coming months.
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A Christmas Message from Al Clayton 
Vice President Americas & World President Elect


As you might expect, Christmas in Alaska is, 
well, cold and white. In the 1960s, a much 
younger Al Clayton and his three older 
sisters would generally find our presents 
under a tree in Glennallen, Alaska.   


Since Glennallen is on a plateau in the 
“interior” far from any coastal influence, 
temperatures of -55 F ( -48 C) were fairly 
common during our Christmas break from 
school.  If that happened, we would spend 
our break playing board games and reading 
books inside.  If all went right, I would 
dominate my poor sisters in a week-long 
game of Monopoly.




If the weather warmed up to a balmy -25 F 
(-31 C) or so, we would get our Nordic skis 
or ice skates out and play during the short 
December daylight hours.  Sunrise was at 
10:10 and sunset at 15:10.  If we were really 
lucky, my father would warm up the “snow 
plane,” and give us a ride.  


The snow plane had no wings.  It was an 
early surface snow machine that had three 
skis and a Continental 65hp engine with a 
pusher propeller.  It would zip over a lake or 
snow-covered river at a good rate of speed. 
 In retrospect, it is hard to believe my 
mother allowed us kids to participate in such 
foolishness.  


Before I was a teenager, the snow plane 
was out of commission after a harrowing 
adventure involving frost bitten feet.  


But that is another story!   




 

I am older and wiser now and live on the 
coast in Anchorage where it is still white but 
warmer!  When Beth and I open our 
presents on Christmas Day 2025 it is 
forecast to be a balmy +7 F ( -14 C)!  


The daylight hours will be the same.  We 
expect to have our feet up in front of our 
wood stove with something warm to drink at 
sunset!

 




Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

 


Al and Beth Clayton
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December 2025 - Hong Kong Squadron 


		VP	Dr.	Eric	Chin,	Asia	&		Australasia																							

The IFFR Asia Flyaway Hong Kong & Macau (18 - 22 June 2026) together with Mongolia (22 - 
27June 2026) enrolments and preparation are progressing well. There are 20 members from 
Australia, USA, UK, Germany, Switzerland, Hong Kong now enrolled.  We have already booked 
air tickets from Hong Kong to Ulaanbaatar and return for members at good pricing promptly. 
Some highlights included visit the Hong Kong Aviation Club, Hong Kong Jockey Club, 
experiencing stay in a Ger in the countryside in UB, and International Airport Ulaanbaatar in 
addition to sightseeing and our fellowship dinner with fine wine and local specialty food.  We 
welcome any members who are interested and suggest contacting Australasia VP Eric Chin at 
drericchinsk@gmail on or before 15 January 2026.


We had 3 IFFR visitors from Switzerland Squadron; Rolf Stuber, Sandra, and Dominique on 
1-12-2026. VP Eric and our Exco member Hogan welcomed their visit and had a dinner with 
them. Hogan Introduced the history and development of Hong Kong Aviation club China too. 
Rolf is the founder of Smartflyer with battery electric-next generation in aviation. He spent 10 
years in R&D and is now ready to launch. After dinner, they also visited Victoria Harbour and 
enjoyed the night scenery.


Exciting News!  Our Young Member Utsab Limbu who attended the Ground Theory Course 
jointly sponsored by HK Aviation Club China, IFFR Hong Kong and Rotary Club of Hong Kong 
North Point was successfully recruited by Cathay Pacific Airlines to his Cadet Pilot Program. He 
just started training in CX HK and will go to Texas for further training after a few months.  Power 
up Utsab, we are proud of you!


Hong Kong citizens enjoy Christmas as a festive season for socializing, shopping, and 
experiencing the dazzling lights as a major party-time with friends. There is always, lots of 
dining out at decorated malls and restaurants, seeing spectacular harbour illuminations 
(WinterFest), visiting theme parks especially the 2 new-born Pandas in Ocean Park.  Also, HK 
Disneyland is now celebrating 20 years anniversary, and participating in festive workshops, 
though it's less about traditional religious observance for most in Hong Kong, focusing more on 
fun and consumption.
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