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Australian IFFR President 
Rob Hannemann receiving  
the 2023-24 George Ritchie 
“Presidential Citation” at our 
special “HOTA” Dinner on the 

Gold Coast with wife Ange 
Hannemann

NOVEMBER 2024 NEWSLETTER 

Newsletter with a Difference

T his month’s newsletter highlights the need for us to be 
flexible and revert to plan B when plan A is not an option; 
you know the famous old Robbie Burns saying, “the best 

laid plans of mice and men oft' go awry”!!  
 
Well, the trip I booked to China with team Hong Kong unfortunately 
was cancelled at the last minute due the bureaucracy deciding, in 
their wisdom, not to approve foreign nationals attending the Air 
Show in Zhuhai China.   Even our Hong Kong colleagues were 
refused a permit, go figure!  
 
So, no report on ZhuHai or firsthand photos from the Air Show of 
the sleek new aircraft on display, only the SU-57 & J-35 shots 
appearing on the internet!    

Nevertheless, as I frequently say, “Onwards & Upwards Always”. 

The Australian & New Zealand Sections enjoyed a fantastic fly-in to 
the Gold Coast, so a few pix sprinkled around the newsletter.

Of late I have been haunted by the concepts of “hope” & “service”; 
clearly, the latter’s position in the IFFR universe is well known, but 
“hope” may not be as evident, possibly even seen as contextual 
misnomer? 

HONOUR THE PAST  |  LIVE IN THE PRESENT  |  ENVISION THE FUTURE 

Su-57 multirole fighter / Open source WikipediA source Shenyang  J-35A
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Australia & New 
Zealand  Fly-In 

Gold Coast, QLD

A joint gathering of IFFR 
members, partners and 
friends enjoyed a great 
weekend of fellowship  
fun, fine food and the odd 
glass of wine while seeing 
the sights of the Gold 
Coast in mid October ’24. 

So well organised and 
executed  the event was 
such a success that team 
Aus signed up another 4 
new members as a result !

As Rotarians we are all familiar with service and over the 
years no doubt amassed many hours of service with our 
respective Rotary Clubs.  But how can we translate 
service into IFFR over and beyond some of our pilot 
members involvement in AirCare Alliance and Angel 
Flight in the USA or Angel Flight in Australia? That, is the 
question I have been pondering lately and how do we get 
real community buy-in. 
 
This is conceivably where “hope” resides; in the gift we 
are capable of giving to others, people often touched by 
adversity, the folks who may be socially, geographically, 
financially and medically disadvantaged.  By harnessing 
our special aviation skill we are helping them to jump the 
significant hurdles in front of them, we are delivering on 
their “hopefulness” .  AirCare Alliance and Angel Flight 
are stellar examples of this, but perhaps there are other 
examples right under our nose that team IFFR can 
participate in. 

I magine linking our desire for finding active new 
members directly with our local communities, 
aero clubs, and flying schools underpinned by 
the great and compassionate work of the many 

local health professionals in our respective cities or towns 

Well, on reflection recently, one was right under my nose 
in which I participated as a volunteer pilot in 2007! 
 
A flight around Port Phillip Bay for a sick child and his 
family in the Seneca II owned at the time; the pre-cursor 
to FunFlight being incorporated a year later as a national 
charity in Australia and in the past 16 years it has 
provided “fun” flights for over 15,000 kids.  
 
IFFR members having a keen interest in aviation plus a 
mindset of “Service Above Self” are ideally positioned to 
help make a difference to these disadvantaged kids and 
their families’ lives. I think you will love their guiding 
statement…….
	

“FunFlight captains take children touched by 
adversity for the Flight of their Life”. 

Action not just words…. 
Imagineering is one thing but it’s the “doing” that really 
counts, or from one of my earlier newsletter quotes “do, 
don’t just hope but do, do something”, so here is the 
challenge.
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FunFlight founder Michel Verheem lives in Melbourne Australia, virtually around the 
corner from me, so rather than reinvent the wheel he is happy to make the IP available 
to IFFR if there is interest from our members across the globe.  Another opportunity for 
us to deliver on “hope”.
 
The Fun Flight idea is proven, the template is there, it’s freely available and all it needs 
are the minds, bodies, and hearts of generously spirited fellows prepared to give of their 
time and wings to make it happen - see: https://www.funflight.org/about
 

Mike.

Team IFFR A & NZ  Gold Coast 2024.

“Onwards & Upwards Always”, 

“Team FunFlight 2007”  


