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“F” => Friendship


Friendship is the glue which 
underpins our Fellowship.  
When we fly with IFFR friends 
and enjoy all the fun and 
fellowship with folks like you 
and folks like me, we attract 
like-minded people as new 
members who become our 
new friends. If we focus on 
increasing the quality flying 
activities then membership


“R” => Rotary


Rotary’s values are at the core 
of IFFR membership providing 
a good moral compass for us 
to follow, always acting with 
honesty and integrity. The 
concept of us doing good in 
the world by offering “Service 
Above Self” and honouring 
the “4-Way Test”.


“I” => International


International by name and by 
nature, the name “IFFR” says it 
all.  For we are the sum of the 
title parts, an International 
Fellowship of Flying Rotarians; 
perhaps, one of Rotary’s best 
kept secrets!


The	 International	 Fellowship	 of	 Flying	 Rotarians	 (“IFFR”)	 is	 a	
strong,	 passionate,	 and	 thriving	 Rotary	 Fellowship	 comprising	
Aviators,	 Rotarians	 and	 non-Rotarians,	 all	 doing	 good	 in	 the	
world,	by	always	providing	“Service	Above	Self”	and	honouring	
Rotary’s	“Four-Way	Test”.	

	

It	 has	 been	 suggested	 the	 "Four-Way	 Test"	 is,	 in	 an	 aviation	
sense,	akin	to	a	directional	gyro,	providing	a	moral	compass	by	
serving	 as	 an	 ethical	 guide	 for	 our	 personal	 and	 professional	
relationships.


IFFR	welcomes	all	Rotarians	and	 friends	who	are	 interested	 in	
aviation.	It's	a	fellowship	based	on	the	ethos	of	Rotary	for	pilots	
and	all	forms	of	aviation	enthusiasts	across	the	globe	enjoying	
fun,	fellowship,	flying	and	fly-ins	with	like-minded	people.	


Being	an	active	pilot	and	Rotarian	provides	a	unique	platform	
for	IFFR	members	to	offer	service	in	the	spirit	of	Public	Benefit	
Flying	with	the	likes	of	Angel	Flight	and	Air	Care	Alliance.	There	
is	 no	 better	 form	 of	 flying	 than	 exercising	 your	 passion	 for	
aviation	and	at	the	same	time	assisting	people	who	are	socially	
or	geographically	disadvantaged,	and	in	need	of	medical	help.


The	acronym	“FRIENDSHIP”	started	in	the	column	to	the	left,	is	
the	word	of	the	month	for	us	to	reflect	on;	perhaps,	helping	to	
shape	our	thinking	on	IFFR	as	we	move	forward	in	2024.

	

Guess	 the	 takeaway	 is	members	are	 like-minded	 folks,	people	
like	you	and	like	me;	flyers	and	non-flyers,	aircraft	owners	and	
non-owners	all	passionate	about	aviation!	 	You	don’t	have	 to	
be	a	pilot,	own	an	aircraft,	or	even	fly	a	plane	to	join	us.		
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“E” => Engagement


Engagement with community is 
one of Rotary’s avenues of service 
both locally and across the globe.  
For IFFR to extend its reach, we 
also must more widely engage by 
constantly communicating with:


• Aviators through the aviation 
communities incl Aero Clubs, 
AngelFlight & AirCare Alliance;


•  Rotary Clubs, non traditional & 
E-Club pitched at the next Gen;


• Aviators in the ranks of Rotary 
who are unaware of IFFR.


“N” => Navigate


Navigate a proper course to our 
“destination” along the parallel 
tracks of Aviation and Rotary for 
increasing the number of quality 
members, enhancing activities 
and increased participation rates. 


To arrive at our “destination”, 
where we want to be, in say 2 or 5 
years time, we must adequately 
understand where we have come 
from and where we find ourselves 
right now.


“D” => Do


“Do, don’t think, do……………do 
something” was a quote from a 
famous Australian football coach 
John Kennedy to inspire his team 
in a Grand Final.  Kevin Sheedy 
another pre-eminent AFL football 
coach said “ to be No1 you have 
to do the right thing, not just 
once but ALL THE TIME.


Fellowship, perhaps, is akin to 
sport, so for IFFR to be more 
successful we have to take action; 
“do”, not just think but do and do 
the right thing all the time. 

Passionate about all forms of 
aviation, then IFFR is for you 
and your friends!


1.         Aerobatic airplanes

2.         Air traffic controllers

3.         Antique airplanes (pre-1945)

4.         Civilian jet aircraft

5.         Classic airplanes (1945-55)

6.         Commercial airliners

7.         Contemporary airplanes (1956-70)

8.         Experimental/ Homebuilt airplanes

9.         Flight Simulators

10.       Float	&	Ski	airplanes

11.        Hang gliders/ Para-gliders

12.       Helicopters

13.       Hot Air Balloons

14.       Military airplanes/ War Birds

15.       Model	airplanes

16.       Modern airplanes (1970 - current)

17.       Ultralights, or

18.       Folks who just like aviation. 

If	you	know	someone	who	fits	any	of	these	categories,	
then	please	tell	them	IFFR	is	a	fun	fellowship;	just	waiting	
for	them	to	join.		Extending	the	theme	of		“Friendship”	as	
outlined	here	will	continue	in	next	month	edition,	watch	
this	space.


In	September	‘24	there	is	much	happening	in	Europe,	with	
the	French	Section’s	50th	Anniversary	fly-in	to	Toulouse	on	
the	first	weekend;	and	on	the	second	weekend	the	Italian	
fly-in	held	in	Reggio	Calabria.


Sali	and	I	are	really	looking	forward	to	being	at	both	fly-ins	
and	meeting	many	of	our	IFFR	members	in	Toulouse	and	
Reggio	Calabria.


“Onwards	&	Upwards	Always”,		

	Mike
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