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President’s Message

It has been a long time since | have been able to
communicate with our members due to world
circumstances. It appears that things may be changing,
and we can expect to be attending our Spring Fly-in next
September.  Unfortunately, our fly-in to Winton was
cancelled and the last IFFR event was restricted to South
East Queensland members only due to interstate travel
bans. It was an enjoyable day and the fine winter
weather ensured a good attendance. (See report) This will
be my last President’s Message to you as Rob
Hannemann will shortly take over the Presidency for the
next two years.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
members who supported me in my term as President of
the IFFR Australia. 1 would like to express my
appreciation for the encouragement and help from Past
World President Phil Pacey and Past Australasian
Section Vice President lan Jenner both giving me full
support when things got a bit tough.

I need to thank my Committee members, Past President
Mike McFarlane, President-Elect Rob Hannemann,
Secretary Lynne Duckham, Treasurer Laurie Chapman
and Fly-in Chairman Rodney Peachy. 1 also received
suggestions and advice from Past Presidents, in particular
Alan Grady, and world Secretary lan Kerr. Thank you
all for making my term as President of our wonderful
Fellowship so much easier and enjoyable.

We can all look forward to more great events and
fellowship during President Rob’s and Australasian
Section Vice President Mike McFarlane’s terms. | am
sure that you will extend your support to them and the
committee once normality resumes. Make sure you keep
an eye out on the IFFR website www.iffr.org.au to get

information on the September Fly-in to Airlie Beach.
Rob has started the planning process and with the
assistance of our North Queensland members, Brian and
Kevin, we can expect another great experience.

Finally, I need to thank my wife Joan for her support and
help whenever an event was in the planning stages. Her
help ensured that things seemed to be running smoothly.

Safe flying.
Andrew Mladen.

13 June, 2020.

Inglewood Queensland.

Inglewood is a small rural town in the Southern Darling
Downs district in Queensland. With a population of 954
eole this little town plays host to the Australian
Tobacco Museum.  The
town relies mainly on
through traffic, on the way
to Queensland’s coast,
from southern states. The
state border has been
closed now for three
months. It was decided
that IFFR members in south Queensland would arrange a
one-day fly-in to Inglewood, to see what the town offers,
and to inject a little into the town’s economy.

Eight IFFR members and partners registered to join in
the Mini Fly-in on June 13.. Unfortunately, there were
some cancellations, so President-Elect Rob, who is also
President of the Darling Downs Aero Club sought
support from within his club.


http://www.iffr.org.au/

The fine, cool winter’s day encouraged 13 pilots to
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exercise their aircraft and join the IFFR for a visit to the
Australian Tobacco Museum. Members Rodney and
Audrey Peachey drove across from the Gold Coast in the
Tesla and provided ground transport for the weariest of
travelers. The museum had been closed for 3 months, but
the volunteers greeted us with an excellent country style
morning tea before showing us through the museum.

We learned, from the last of the district’s tobacco
growers, that how, in its heyday, the Inglewood district
had over 2000 tobacco growers. Planting, irrigating,
harvesting and curing was explained pictorially and by
actual materials and implements. Outbuildings
comprised of a tobacco curing shed, which has a heater
that raises the temperature to 380 degrees to dry the
tobacco leaf, a worker’s cottage and numerous railway
sheds. We learned that in the end, these skilled
horticulturists were forced to realise that the plants they
nurtured were to become reviled as noxious weeds. The
museum also had displays of other agricultural industries
in the district as well as news of flood and fire events
dating back to 1870. The buggy shed had lots of relics
from the pre-motor vehicle age.

All 31 visitors then walked up the main street to the
Inglewood Hotel, where the publican Tom, put on a roast
dinner for all, at suitably socially distanced tables. After
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lunch many chose to walk back to the airfield to burn off
those recently gained calories. Tom had an interest in our
visit as he is a QANTAS npilot currently stood down.
When you get out to the regional areas it becomes
obvious how much the ‘pandemic” affects people’s lives.

A safe trip home for everybody, comfort in the
knowledge that we contributed a small part to the town’s
economy.

We will plan more of these mini fly-ins as we identify
areas that need a boost from Queensland visitors while
ever the state borders are closed. Maybe you could plan
a similar day in your state.

Thanks to Rob for this album which tells the story.

Next Fly-in, Airlie Beach Queensland
11™-13% September 2020.

Getting Here

The Whitsundays is located along Queensland's central
coast in north-eastern Australia, approximately 1120km
north of Brisbane and 630km south of Cairns. The
Whitsundays region includes 74 magnificent islands.

By Air

Whitsunday Coast Airport, Proserpine
Whitsunday Coast Airport is located near Proserpine,
approximately 25 minutes to Airlie Beach. The airport is
currently serviced by three domestic carriers Virgin
Australia, Jetstar and Tiger Airways. Virgin Australia
and Jetstar offer daily flights from Brisbane and
connecting flights from other cities. Tiger Airways
provides direct flights to and from Sydney on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.


file:///C:/Users/Andrew/Videos/Download%20Videos/Album%20-%20Inglewood%20Fly%20In%202020.mp4

By Road

The Bruce Highway is the major road linking
Queensland's coastal cities and towns. The Bruce
Highway runs through Proserpine and Bowen, with
Airlie Beach located approximately 20 minutes drive off
the Bruce Highway at Proserpine. Just follow the signs to
Airlie Beach and the Whitsunday Islands along Shute
Harbour Road.

Major national coach operators such as Greyhound
Australia, Premier and Oz Experience, include the
Whitsundays in their regular scheduled services into the
coastal community of Airlie Beach from all major centres
along the east coast of Australia.

By Rail

Queensland Rail services include the Spirit of
Queensland, linking Proserpine to all the major
destinations from Cairns to Brisbane and beyond to
Sydney and Melbourne. Taxis and Whitsunday Transit
buses meet every arriving train to provide transfers from
Proserpine to Airlie Beach, Shute Harbour and the island
resorts. Coach transfers between Proserpine and Airlie
Beach are included in rail travel passes. Find out more
here.

Airlie Beach, QLD

Tourist hub and mainland access
point for the Whitsunday Islands.

Airlie Beach is the entry point to the complex mixture of
islands and resort towns known as the Whitsundays. This
booming holiday town lies between Cannonvale and
Shute Harbour; is ideally located at the bottom of the
Conway Ranges beside a beautiful tropical beach and
extensive marina; and is ideal for people planning to take
a boat from Shute Harbour or Airlie Maritime Terminal
out to the Whitsundays. Airlie Beach township is a strip
of holiday gift shops, eating places ranging from fast
foods to quality restaurants, pubs and bars, and a wide
range of accommodation catering for everyone from
backpackers to upmarket holidaymakers. The township
has a distinctly tropical ambience and at night it is driven
by the huge numbers of backpackers who fill the pubs
along Harbour Road.


https://www.queenslandrailtravel.com.au/railexperiences/ourtrains/spiritofqueensland

