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President’s Message 

 
Hello to all members and friends of the Australian section 

of the International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians. 

 

This is my first Rotate newsletter and thought it a great 

way to introduce myself as the new President for the 

coming two years. 

 

First off, I’d like to congratulate Andrew for leading us 

through the last two years. We had some great Fly Ins and 

some wonderful memories from these. 

 

Unfortunately, his last Fly In planned for Winton in April 

had to be cancelled due to the pandemic, which we are all 

so familiar with now. 

 

Despite this disappointment, we began planning for a 

September fly in for Airlie Beach.  Our North Queensland 

based members Brian Richardson and Kevin Scheuber 

have been working to put together an itinerary to show off 

their part of the world. 

 

After discussion with some of our Victorian and Sydney 

based members, and the situations around the latest issues 

surrounding Covid-19, it is with a great deal of 

disappointment that we now have had to make a call to 

postpone this Fly In too. 

 

With the uncertainty of travel restrictions currently in 

place and the potential for these to get worse, I don’t think 

we can plan for this event with any confidence. 

 

I know some of our members have planned holidays 

around this time to take advantage of attending the fly in, 

and I’m truly sorry for the inconvenience.  

 

Moving on from here we will start planning our Airlie 

Beach Fly In for 23rd to 25th April 2021.  This will coincide 

with the Whitsunday Airport air show and Runway Dinner.  

We may be able to incorporate this into our itinerary for 

our visit.  We will keep you updated with the details as we 

get closer to the date. 

 

I have had some suggestions for fly in destinations in 

central to northern New South Wales. We will investigate 

possibilities for this for Spring 2021, however if you have 

any suggestions please let me know. 

 

Andrew wrote in the last Rotate newsletter of the mini fly 

in that he organised for Inglewood.  Due to the success of 

that, he has come up with another destination planned for 

this weekend to Gayndah. 

 

It’s a bit restrictive for IFFR members not in this part of the 

country, but it is allowing a small number of us to get 

together.  We have also been inviting other aviators from 

local Aeroclubs and flying groups to join us.  It is helping 

spread the awareness of IFFR and reconnecting with some 

past members.  Hopefully they may decide to join IFFR in 

the future. 

 

If you have any ideas of doing similar activities in your 

local areas please let me know and we can help promote. 

It’s been suggested that we hold an informal ZOOM                        

meeting to catch up – we will have an attempt at this in the 

near future. 

We may incorporate this as our AGM if it is required before 

we get the chance to meet in person – most likely early next 

year at our Autumn fly in. 

In the interim Andrew Mladen will be filling the position 

of Secretary and Laurie Chapman will continue in his 

position of Treasurer. 

 



 

A reminder that our IFFR website www.iffr.org.au has 

information on upcoming fly ins and links to the 

International website. 

Please feel free to contact me to discuss any ideas that you 

may have to improve our IFFR group. 

In the mean time please stay healthy and safe! 

Safe Flying 

Robert Hannemann 

 

Upcoming Events 

• Gayndah mini Fly In 25th July 

• Zoom Social meeting – date to be confirmed 

• Autumn Fly In – Airlie Beach 23 – 25th April 

• Spring Fly In – To Be Confirmed 

 

25th July, 2020. 

 

Mini Fly In Gayndah QLD 

The Orange Capital of Queensland. 
Gayndah, a pleasant rural service centre located on the 

Burnett River, lies at the heart of Queensland's citrus area 

and proudly claims to be 'The Orange Capital of 

Queensland'. This claim is given some added weight by the 

'Big Orange' which stands at the end of town. While in 

many ways a typical Queensland rural town, Gayndah has 

a number of special attractions: it has an excellent museum 

with a number of historic houses; the Archer's Lookout 

offers a fine vantage point over the town; Mellor’s Drapery 

Store has one of the few functioning "flying foxes" left in 

the country; and, to complement the town's "orange" 

theme, the town clock has been designed in the shape of a 

citrus tree. 

Gayndah is located 327 km north west of Brisbane, 149 km 

west of Maryborough and 104 m above sea level. 

 

Next Fly-in, Airlie Beach Queensland 23rd-

25th April 2021. 

Airlie Beach, QLD 

 

Tourist hub and mainland access point for the 

Whitsunday Islands. 
 
 

Airlie Beach is the entry point to the complex mixture of 

islands and resort towns known as the Whitsundays. This 

booming holiday town lies between Cannonvale and Shute 

Harbour; is ideally located at the bottom of the Conway 

Ranges beside a beautiful tropical beach and extensive 

marina; and is ideal for people planning to take a boat from 

Shute Harbour or Airlie Maritime Terminal out to the 

Whitsundays. Airlie Beach township is a strip of holiday 

gift shops, eating places ranging from fast foods to quality 

restaurants, pubs and bars, and a wide range of 

accommodation catering for everyone from backpackers 

to upmarket holidaymakers. The township has a distinctly 

tropical ambience and at night it is driven by the huge 

numbers of backpackers who fill the pubs along Harbour 

Road. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iffr.org.au/


 

Getting Here 

The Whitsundays is located along Queensland's central 

coast in north-eastern Australia, approximately 1120km 

north of Brisbane and 630km south of Cairns. 

By Air 

Whitsunday   Coast   Airport, Proserpine Whitsunday 

Coast Airport is located near Proserpine, approximately 

25 minutes to Airlie Beach. The airport is currently 

serviced by three domestic carriers Virgin Australia, 

Jetstar and Tiger Airways. Virgin Australia and Jetstar 

offer daily flights from Brisbane and connecting flights 

from other cities. Tiger Airways provides direct flights to 

and from Sydney on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturday. 

  By Road 

The Bruce Highway is the major road linking 

Queensland's coastal cities and towns. The Bruce 

Highway runs through Proserpine and Bowen, with Airlie 

Beach located approximately 20 minutes’ drive off the 

Bruce Highway at Proserpine. Just follow the signs to 

Airlie Beach and the Whitsunday Islands along Shute 

Harbour Road. 

Major national coach operators such as Greyhound 

Australia, Premier and Oz Experience, include the 

Whitsundays in their regular scheduled services into the 

coastal community of Airlie Beach from all major centres 

along the east coast of Australia. 

  By Rail 

Queensland Rail services include the Spirit of Queensland, 

linking Proserpine to all the major destinations from 

Cairns to Brisbane and beyond to Sydney and Melbourne. 

Taxis and Whitsunday Transit buses meet every arriving 

train to provide transfers from Proserpine to Airlie Beach, 

Shute Harbour and the island resorts. Coach transfers 

between Proserpine and Airlie Beach are included in rail 

travel passes.  
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Whitsunday Airport  

 

 
 

Airport Statistics & Services 

 

ERSA Reference: Shute Harbour/Whitsunday.  

Situation: Lat 20o 16’S Long 148o 45’E. Elevation: 40 

feet.  

Direction: 14/32. Length: 1410 meters. Width: 15 meters 

with dual taxiways.  

Surface: Sealed asphalt. Local CTAF: 127.85 (Owner 

requires radio communications).  

Landing Fees: Private: $22.00 (please note the landing fee 

is waived if you refuel).  

Commercial: $49.50  

Parking Fees: $11.00 per night.  

Fuel: Avgas and Jet A1 available 7 days a week. Credit 

card swipe facility. Please note NO CARNET.  

Cafe: Beaver Bar and Cafe open 7 days.  

Oil: Shell products available; 100; W100; W100 plus. 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm. 

Saturday to Sunday 8.30am to 3.30pm.  

Please call ahead to advise your ETA 07 4946 9180. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Background & Important Information 
 

The airport is privately owned and has a number of 

residential and commercial operators. At times it can be 

very busy operationally, and pilots of visiting aircraft are 

requested to obtain information on the current status and 

conditions prior to leaving the previous point of departure. 

Operational requirements mean that visiting pilots must 

have at least 100 hours in command and obtain the current 

information as above. The airport is located in a small 

valley and has a curved approach and departure from each 

runway and winds can be at times very strong and gusty. 

Aircraft parking instructions will be passed to visiting pilots 

when they telephone 07 4946 9180 for an airport status 

check. Please ensure that you have a tie down kit. After 

landing please call the airport management inside the 

terminal building. For safety and security all access to and 

from your aircraft is to be via the terminal building, 

contacting airport staff on the way through. Please ensure 

that you call to the airport reception if you wish to access 

your aircraft and all passengers must be escorted by 

yourself to and from your aircraft. A car service can be 

booked on 0438 089 682, or taxi can be called from our 

reception. For the benefit of our neighbours we don’t have 

early morning takeoffs. If these are necessary please discuss 

this with airport reception. Please ensure that you see our 

Fly Neighbourly Procedures. At all times maintain a 

listening watch on the CTAF frequency (127.85) as the 

airport has a high density of light aircraft and helicopter 

traffic. Parachute operations are carried out on a daily basis 

at the airport (weather dependant). Please be on the alert at 

all times for calls from the dropping aircraft and if required 

avoid the drop zone. Parachute intentions are broadcast on 

the same CTAF frequency (127.85). Be aware at all times 

that landing and commercial traffic have right of way. 

Review the Hamilton Island Control Area steps to plan your 

arrival and departure. 
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