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PLANES, FACES & PLACES

Peter Armstrong’s ZK-PSA

Peter Armstrong - Past President IFFR New Zealand

IFFR Member since 2010 Flying ZK-PSA over

the Bay of Islands
returning to

Ardmore on the

Let’s rewind alittle and take a step back in time reviewing Peter’s journey North Island

leading to the building and flying of his DynAero MCR-4S with its

origins dating back in 2000 after visiting Auckland’s “Big Boys’ Toys”.

The aircraft that Pete built is as pretty as a picture flying frequently from
his home airport at Ardmore to his holiday “hangar-home” in Pauanui.
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Initially he didn’t think one could build as a kit a composite
plane with such a modern appearance but that didn’t stop him Cla ssy looks &
dreaming, surfing the internet, researching a plethora of ideas
and reaching his conclusion, if ever he built a plane; it had to

classy finish in this

be a four-seater, economical with good performance and range DynAero MCR-4s
plus it had to look good. Lastly, with his computer background

it had to be advanced avionically! kit composite

He ordered an advanced kit with all the major fabrication
completed - wings, tailbone, stabilator paid his deposit in 2006
and flew to France and set about the build in Darois France.

The cockpit highlights the
advanced technology in
ZK-PSA blending in with
the notably striking colour
scheme, the NZ fern on
the side & underbelly, the

up-turned winglets with
The finished result in 2010 is an aircraft with sleek, beautiful LED lights and the tail
lines which cruises at 125 knots using a miserly 20 litres per “feathers” in matching
hour, having a nil-wind range of 1,250 nm due to the optional
tanks which Peter added providing a 200 litre fuel capacity.

To the composite body he added a Rotax 914, a GT two-bladed
constant speed hydraulic propeller and a BRS whole of aircraft
parachute plus the latest advanced avionics after a visit to
Oshkosh in 20009.

livery colours.

Never content to sit still, Peter is always looking at the newest
“whiz-bang” technology to add to his priceless DynAero.
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Would he do it all again, not too sure but he and Margaret certainly have great deal of fun flying
around NZ and frequently participating in IFFR flyAways DownUnder in NZ & OZ plus the odd

flyAway after the annual RI Convention.

If you appreciate Peter’s efforts in bringing his dream plane to life, then let him know by sending
him a quick note; perhaps your aircraft can be highlighted in the next quarter’s edition!!
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Ray Williams with his Aerobatic RV7A VH-XWI

Past President, Rotary Club of Bowral-Mittagong, NSW

This is Ray’s RV7A that he built from a kit. He started with the empennage and thought "that wasn't too
hard”! So then he bought more and more gear, studied and sweated the big and the small stuff; and this
beautiful aircraft was the result. It started in 2008 and the first flight was May, 2020. It flew a flawless test
program for the first 25 hours with no bugs, except on the windscreen!!

The RV7A is fully aerobatic (+6,-3g), cruises at up to 170 kts powered using by a Lycoming 10-360-M1B
using 36 Iph and is a joy to fly. Ray will be flying it to Airlie Beach in April for the IFFR flyAway via the Long
Way Round, starting at Charleville..... so why not join him and experience all the fun and fellowship of
participating in this fantastic IFFR event.

Rob Hannemann with his trusty C-182 VH-YRA

President, IFFR Australia 2020-22




1 MARCH 2021 IFFR ASTA-AUSTRALASIA

Rob’s Aviation Journey...

Probably, like most people, I was always interested in aircraft and the thought of flying one.

It was not something I had seriously considered until Christmas 2006 when my wife, in an
attempt to divert an imminent motorcycle purchase, gave me a trial introductory flight at
Darling Downs Aero Club.

I took the trial flight and, of course, got the bug and started my first flying lesson in March 2007.

I usually spent 1 morning per week at the Darling Downs Aero Club working my way through the
lessons required to finally obtain my PPL in January 2008.

I then utilised my licence hiring the club’s 172’s and 182RG for mostly shorter trips for our
business and fun.

In September 2010 one of the Darling Downs Aero Club members came up with an itinerary for
a trip out to the Birdsville races via Lake Eyre and William Creek.

Some might recall that 2010 was only the second year in history that the Birdsville races had
been cancelled — this time because of rain!!

It was a fascinating, if sometimes terrifying trip. Not many people get to see Lake Eyre, let alone,
the desert in flood.

The terrifying part of the trip mainly dealt with deciphering weather forecasts for less-than-ideal
conditions. This was somewhat alleviated by listening and learning from much more
experienced pilots that could help with the ultimate decision of what to expect for the next leg of
our trip.

It was extremely satisfying to have completed such a trip, seeing the sights we saw and dealing
with what mother nature had in store for us.

Following this trip, I was completely hooked on long-distance cross-country flights. In 2012 we
were fortunate to be able to purchase our own Cessna 182.

Fast forward a decade and a bit to now and my wife, Angela and I have had many adventures
flying across Australia — including a few trips across Bass Straight.

Angela has progressed from a very reluctant and nervous flyer into a very helpful navigator, co-
pilot and plane washer.

My long suffering co-pilot Angela kitted up for her very first Bass Straight crossing

VH-YRA in North Queensland checking out the area for our April 2021 Fly In
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We very much look forward to our flying trips and have really enjoyed the opportunities that being
involved in IFFR have given us to fly to many new places and meet many new friends.

Member Rotary Club of Kew & IFFR

Lloyd's first big civilian tour was conducted in the Northern Territory in 1970. The job, using a
Hughes 500C like the one shown, was to position two-man parties of National Mapping surveyors on
the ‘one degree’ Latitude and Longitude grid points.

These are 60 NMs apart, north and south, and about 54 NMs east and west. During the six weeks,
we covered most of the south-western quarter of the Territory.

His favourite destination to fly into Paris and his favourite aircraft “the one I am currently
operating, I live em all!l” His only IFFR flyAway was to Launceston, Tasmania flying in a Cirrus SR22
65 with Sali and Mike McFarlane VH-XTS.
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Fred Carter with his Trojan T28A
Member Rotary Club of Toowoomba & IFFR

Fred Carter decided life is too short to not follow your dreams, so he added a new aircraft to his
aviation stable now comprising a Cirrus Sr22 Premium Australis and a Trojan T28A. He has just
finished his endorsement and will be swooping the Queensland skies showing off the T28A’s good
looks and the hmmm of its 800HP Wright Radial engine!! More about Fred and this fantastic
aircraft in the next edition of Plane, Faces & Places.
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George Chaffey with LadyBird & Carol

George &
Carol with
the famous
“Lady
Bird” a
beautiful
1947 Vintage
Stinson (with

LU
Stetson also). “msi
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Ian & Roma Richards in Cessna 182 VH-SMP

grararr i

IRLIITES

DARWIN TO AMBON IN THE SHADOW OF BIG BROTHER B747

A tall but true tall with slightly different recollections.......in 1978 we were at Darwin airport ready
to take off to Ambon with the compass (sans DME and of course no GPS in those days) pointing
to England via runway 31 for take-offs and landings.

We weren't brimming with confidence but trying to eat an early breakfast when a voice came over
the loud speaker saying “Would the pilot of SMP go out immediately and move his plane because
if you don’t we’ll blow it away for you”.

We were well out to sea before we realised that in our haste we’d forgotten to put our life jackets
and had we paid for our breakfast?

By the time we got to Ambon ( CAVOK) we could laugh and all must have been forgiven as no one
waved a bill at us as returned there enroute to home in Albury.
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George Ritchie with his Piper Cherokee 6 “G-IFFR”
WORLD IFFR PRESIDENT ELECT 2022-24

George carries the IFFR label
wherever he flies courtesy of his
aircraft’s registration
“G-IFFR”......spreading the
IFFR message in the UK and
beyond.

Can you believe it - he also has a matching
registration “GIFFR” on his Audi’s number plate
too!!

Hope you enjoy this edition of Planes, Face & Places, so as I often say “et deinceps sursum”
or to put it another way....“Onwards and Upwards” !! Cheers, Mike
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