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—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Ian & Roma Richards in Cessna 182 VH-SMP 

DARWIN TO AMBON IN THE SHADOW OF BIG BROTHER  B747 

A tall but true tall with slightly different recollections..…..in 1978 we were at Darwin airport ready 
to take off to Ambon with the compass (sans DME and of course no GPS in those days) pointing 
to England via runway 31 for take-offs and landings. 
 
We weren't brimming with confidence but trying to eat an early breakfast when a voice came over 
the loud speaker saying  !Would the pilot of SMP go out immediately and move his plane because 
if you don"t we"ll blow it away for you”.   
 
We were well out to sea before we realised that in our haste we"d forgotten to put our life jackets 
and had we paid for our breakfast? 
 
By the time we got to Ambon ( CAVOK) we could laugh and all must have been forgiven as no one 
waved a bill at us as returned there enroute to home in Albury.   
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George Ritchie with his Piper Cherokee 6 “G-IFFR”  
WORLD IFFR PRESIDENT ELECT 2022-24 

 
 
 
George carries the IFFR label 
wherever he flies courtesy of his 
aircraft’s registration                     
“G-IFFR”……spreading the 
IFFR message in the UK and 
beyond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you believe it - he also has a matching 
registration “GIFFR” on his Audi’s number plate 
too!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
————————————————————————- ————————————————————————— 
 
Hope you enjoy this edition of Planes, Face & Places, so as I often say “et deinceps sursum”  
or to put it another way….“Onwards and Upwards” !!  Cheers, Mike 
 
 
 


